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GOP's McCarthy opposes Jan. 6 panel; McConnell hits ‘pause’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Republican Leader 
Kevin McCarthy said Tues- 
day that he won't support 
Qa proposal to form an in- 
dependert, bipartisan 
commission to study the 
deadly Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S. Capitol, almost 
certainly eroding GOP sup- 
port ahead of a vote and 
positioning his party as op- 
posed to investigations of 
the attack. 

McCarthy said he wanted 
the new panel to look be- 
yond the violent uprising 
by supporters loyal to Don- 
ald Trump, who were trying 
to stop the certification of 
President Joe Biden's elec- 
tion. McCarthy and other 


Republicans — _ including 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell — have 


pushed to have the new 
commission also investi- 











gate other violent acts, 
including protests last sum- 
mer in the aftermath of the 
death of George Floyd. 

Calling the commission 
“duplicative and potential- 
ly counterproductive," Mc- 
Carthy said that given the 
"shortsighted scope that 
does not examine interre- 
lated forms of political vio- 
lence in America, | cannot 
support this legislation." 

McCarthy's opposition alll 
but ensures this week's vote 
on the bipartisan bill to form 
the panel will have less Re- 
publican support in the 
House, and dims its chanc- 
es in the evenly divided 
Senate — threatening the 
commission's chances as 
Democrats say it is essential 
to reckoning with the vio- 
lent attack that interrupted 


electoral count. 
Continued on next page 


NOW OPEN Fit2fly 
COVID-19 Testing Center 
BXte) APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 









WANeXo baX=ss¥o FAV, 
May 19, 2021 


T: 582-7800 


WAYAVVATs UU i or-iKole kN Aere) nal 
if-XeX=] ofole) exo) aay k-VaUloy-hwetel- WV 
hatsie-\eie-lganexo)gale-lavloy-1nelor-\y, 





<a 


ae aa ete 
eat Pa Liye 
ee 7 


House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Calif., soeaks to reporters outside the White House after 
a meeting with President Joe Biden, Wednesday, May 12, 2021, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 

House Soeaker Nancy Pe- 
losi called McCarthy's op- 
position "cowardice" and 
said he doesn't want to 
find the truth. She released 
a February letter from the 
GOP. leader in which he 
asked for an even split of 
Democrats and Republl- 
can commissioners, equal 
subpoena power and no 
predetermined findings or 
conclusions listed in the 
legislation. The bipartisan 
legislation accommodates 
all three of those requests, 
she said. 

"Leader McCarthy won't 
take yes for an answer," 
she said. "The American 
people expect and de- 
serve the truth about what 
happened on January 6th 
in a manner that strength- 
ens our democracy and 
ensures that January 6th 
never happens again." 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer vowed to 
bring the House measure 
for a vote, forcing Repub- 
licans to choose. "Republi- 
cans can let their constitu- 
ents know: Are they on the 
side for truth or are they go- 
ing to cover up?" Schumer 
said. But the Senate Re- 
publican leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell said he's "pushing 
the pause button," taking a 
look at the proposal and a 
related bill fo beef Up Capi- 
tol security. 

Ahead of the House vote, 
which could come as soon 
as Wednesday, the Biden 
administration said it sup- 
ports the legislation and 
that the American people 
deserve "such a full and fair 
accounting to prevent fu- 
ture violence and strength- 
en the security and resil- 
ience of our democratic 
institutions." 

Modeled after the investi- 
gation into the 9/11 terror- 
ist attacks, the bill would 
establish an independent 
10-member commission 
that would make recom- 
mendations for preventing 
another insurrection. The 
panel would have fo issue 
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In this March 8, 2021, file photo, members of the National Guard open a gate in the razor wire 
topped perimeter fence around the Capitol at sunrise in Washington. 


a final report by Dec. 31. 
The GOP leader's dissent 
comes as some other Re- 
publicans have started to 
downplay the severity of 
the attack, further aligning 
themselves with Trump who 
had encouraged his sup- 
porters to head to Capitol 
Hill that day to fight for his 
presidency. Numerous Re- 
publican lawmakers joined 
McCarthy in speaking 
against the measure early 
Tuesday during a meeting 
of House Republicans, ac- 
cording to one Republican 
familiar with the private ses- 
sion and granted anonym- 
ity to discuss It. 

Rep. John Katko, the top 
Republican on the Home- 
land Security Committee, 
who drafted the legislation 
with the panel's Democrat- 
ic Chairman Rep. Bennie 
Thompson of Mississippi, 
defended the proposed 
commission at the closed- 
door meeting Tuesday, the 
person said. 


"| recognize there are dif- 
fering views on this issue, 
which Is an inherent part of 
the legislative process and 
not something | take per- 
sonally," Katko, R-N.Y., said 
in a statement. "However, 
as the Republican Leader 
of the Homeland Security 
Committee, | feel a deep 
obligation to get the an- 
swers U.S. Capitol Police 
and Americans deserve 
and ensure an attack on 
the heart of our democra- 
cy never happens again." 

The bill's path forward is un- 
certain in the 50-50 Senate, 
where some Republicans 
have said they don't think 
it's needed. Democrats 
would need at least 10 Re- 
oublican senators to pass It. 
McConnell objected to the 
initial proposal by Pelosi, 
saying It should be bipar- 
tisan and also investigate 
last summer's riots, but said 
Tuesday that Senate Re- 
oublicans are "undecided." 
Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt, the 
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top Republican on the Sen- 
ate Rules Committee, has 
said he doesn't think a com- 
mission is necessary be- 
cause it wouldn't work fast 
enough to make changes. 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
said Tuesday that he thinks 
a commission would be 
“worthwhile” but that there 
shouldn't be limits on the 
time period investigated. 

Schumer questioned why 
Republicans even negoti- 
ate with Democrats "if the 
Republican leaders are just 
going to throw their lead 
negotiators under the bus." 
The House bill does not set 
specific limits on the com- 
mission but calls for "the 
facts and causes relating 
to the January 6, 2021, do- 
mestic terrorist attack Upon 
the United States Capitol 
Complex and relating to 
the interference with the 
peaceful transfer of power, 
including facts and causes 
relating to the prepared- 
ness and response of the 
United States Capitol Po- 
lice and other Federal, 
State, and local law en- 
forcement," along with the 
"the influencing factors 
that fomented such attack 
on American representa- 
tive democracy while en- 
gaged in a constitutional 
process." The legislation 
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does not mention Trump 
and language included in 
Pelosi's first draft that men- 
tioned white supremacy 
was removed in the final 
compromise bill. 

Some Senate Republicans 
have signaled that they 
would support the commis- 
sion. Utah Sen. Mitt Romney 
said that given the violent 
attack, "we should under- 
stand what mistakes were 
made and how we could 
prevent them from hap- 
pening again in the future." 
Romney said the riots in the 
wake of Floyd's death were 
“of a different nature" and 
"the key thing that needs 
to be associated with this 
effort is the attack on this 
building." 

In the House, Majority 
Leader Steny Hoyer said he 
still expects a "significant 
number" or Republicans to 
vote for the bill, which will 
be considered alongside 
separate legislation to pay 
for security improvements. 
But some in the GOP have 
shied away from discussing 
the facts of the attack. 

At a House hearing last 
week investigating the 
siege, one member denied 
there was an insurrection 
at all while another said a 
woman who was shot and 
killed by police while try- 
ing to break into the House 
chamber was "executed." 
Many other Republicans 
have tried to change the 
subject, saying Democrats 
should focus on the vio- 
lence in cities instead. 
McCarthy's opposition also 
comes as some have sug- 
gested that he could be 
subpoenaed by the pan- 
el because he talked to 
Trump as the insurrection 
was happening. Wyoming 
Rep. Liz Cheney, who was 
booted out of GOP leader- 
shio last week for her criti- 
cism of Trump's lies about 
the election being stolen, 
suggested as much in an 
interview with ABC News, 
saying she "wouldn't be 
surorised" if McCarthy was 
investigated as part of the 
probe. Cheney has sup- 
ported the commission. 
Cheney and Katko are two 
of 10 Republicans who vot- 
ed to impeach Trump after 
the insurrection for telling 
his supporters that day to 
"fight like hell" to overturn 
his defeat. The Senate later 
acquitted him.) 
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Congress OKs bill to fight hate crimes vs. Asian Americans 


By BRIAN SLODYSKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gress approved legislation 
Tuesday intended to curtail 
Q striking rise in hate crimes 
against Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders, send- 
ing President Joe Biden a 
bipartisan denunciation of 
the spate of brutal attacks 
that have proliferated dur- 
iINg Coronavirus pandemic. 
The bill, which the House 
passed on a 364-62 vote, 
will expedite the review of 
hate crimes at the Justice 
Department and make 
grants available to help 
local law enforcement 
agencies improve their in- 
vestigation, identification 
and reporting of incidents 
driven by bias, which often 
go underreported. It previ- 
ously passed the Senate 
94-1 in April after lawmak- 
ers reached a compromise. 
Biden has said he will sign It. 
“Asian Americans have 
been screaming out for 
helo, and the House and 
Senate and _ President 
Biden have clearly heard 
our pleas,” said Rep. Grace 
Meng, D-N.Y., who helped 
lead efforts to pass the bill 
in the House. 

To many Asian Americans, 
the pandemic has invigo- 
rated deep-seated biases 
that in some cases date 
back to the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act of more than 
a century ago. President 
Donald Trump repeatedly 
referred to the virus, which 
emerged in Wuhan, China, 





House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., listens during a news conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Tuesday, May 18, 2021, on the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act. 


as the “China Virus” or the 
“Kung Flu.” And as cases 
of the illness began to rise 
in the U.S., so too did the 
attacks, with thousands of 
violent incidents reported 
in the past year. 

Rep. Judy Chu, D-Callif., 
said it’s painful for many to 
“open up the newspaper 
everyday and see that yet 
another Asian American 
has been assaulted, af- 
tacked and even killed.” 

In February, an 84-year- 
old man died after he was 
pushed to the ground near 
his home in San Francisco. 
A young family was injured 
in a Texas grocery store at- 
tack last year. And in Geor- 
gia, six Asian women were 


killed in March during dur- 
ing a series of shootings 
targeting workers at mas- 
sage parlors. Prosecutors 
are seeking hate crimes 
charges. The women who 
were killed are mentioned 
in the text of the bill. 

“You start to think, ‘Well, will 
| be nexte’” Chu said. 

Yet to some activists, in- 
cluding organizations rep- 
resenting gay and _ trans- 
gender Asian Americans, 
the legislation is misguided. 
More than 100 groups have 
signed onto a statement 
opposing the bill for relying 
too heavily on law enforce- 
ment while providing too 
little funding to address the 
Underlying issues driving a 
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rise in hate crimes. 

“We have had hate crimes 
laws since 1968, it’s been 
expanded over and over 
again, and this new legisla- 
tion is more of the same,” 
said Jason Wu, who is co- 
chair of GAPIMNY-Empow- 
ering Queer & Trans Asian 
Pacific Islanders. “These 
issues are about bias, but 
also rooted in inequality, 
and lack of investment and 
resources for our communi- 
ties. Not a shortage of po- 
lice and jails.” 

Meng acknowledged 
some of the concerns 
raised by the groups, but 
countered that the wide- 
soread underreporting of 
hate crimes needs to be 


addressed. 

“Law enforcement is cCur- 
rently underreporting these 
kinds of incidents and it 
makes if easy to ignore 
hate crimes all together,” 
she said. 

Rep. Jim Jordan, an Ohio 
Republican, suggested 
that the surge in Asian 
American violence was 
tied to efforts backed by 
some Democrats and oth- 
er progressives to decrease 
funding for the police. 

“This violence, by and 
large, is happening — in 
Democrat-controlled — cit- 
ies,” said Jordan. If “money 
wasn't taken from police 
and they were allowed 
to do their jobs, we would 
orobably be in an entirely 
different position.” 

Yet the bill also represented 
a rare moment of biparti- 
sanship in a Congress that 
has struggled to overcome 
partisan gridlock, while un- 
derscoring an evolution 
in Republican thought on 
hate crimes legislation. 
Many conservatives have 
historically dismissed hate 
crimes laws, arguing they 
create special protected 
classes so that victims of 
similar crimes are treated 
differently. 

“I’m glad Congress is com- 
ing together in a bipartisan 
way,’ said Rep. Young Kim, 
Qa California Republican 
who is Korean American. 
“Let's also recognize that 
we cannot legislate hate 
out of our people’s hearts 
and minds.” 





Amazon to extend pause on police use of facial recognition 


NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
said Tuesday that it will ex- 
tend its ban on police use 
of its face-recognition tech- 
nology beyond the one- 
year pause if announced 
last year. 

Amazon and other tech- 
nology companies have 
been under pressure from 
civil rights activists and their 
own workers to halt the sale 
of face-recognition systems 
to law enforcement agen- 
cies. One concern is that 
the technology can incor- 
rectly identify people with 
darker skin, which Amazon 
has denied. 

At least seven states al- 


ready have enacted re- 
Strictions limiting govern- 
ment use of the technology 
and several others are de- 
bating bills. 

Last June, Amazon an- 
nounced it would pause 
police use of its facial- 
recognition technology, a 
move coming at a time of 
nationwide protests and a 
renewed focus on racial in- 
justice in the U.S. after the 
killing of George Floyd, a 
Black man who died after a 
white police officer pressed 
his knee against his neck. 
Microsoft and IBM also 
paused sales of their soft- 
ware fo police around the 


same time last year, though 
most police departments 
look to lesser-known firms 
for the technology. 
Seattle-based Amazon. 
com Inc. didn’t say on 
Tuesday why its ban was 
extended or how long it 
would last. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union on Tuesday applaud- 
ed Amazon for extending 
its moratorium. But it added 
that “the Biden administra- 
tion and legislatures across 
the country must further 
protect Communities from 
the dangers of this technol- 
ogy by ending its use by 
law enforcement entirely, 








In this April 16, 2020, file photo, the Amazon logo is displayed in 
Douai, northern France. 


regardless which company 
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is selling it.”L) 
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Prosecutor says deputies justified in shooting of Black man 


By BEN FINLEY and JONA- 
THAN DREW 

Associated Press 

ELIZABETH CITY, N.C. (AP) — 
A North Carolina prosecu- 
tor said Tuesday that sher- 
iff's deputies were justified 
in fatally shooting Andrew 
Brown Jr. because he ig- 
nored their commands and 
endangered at least two 
of them when he drove his 
car toward them. 

District Attorney Andrew 
Womble said at a news 
conference that Brown 
used his car as a "deadly 
weapon,’ causing Pasquo- 
tank County deputies to 
believe it was necessary to 
use deadly force. Womble, 
who acknowledged Brown 
wasn't armed with guns or 
other weapons, said the 
deputies will face no crimi- 
nal charges. 

Attorneys for Brown's family 
who watched body cam- 
era footage have previous- 
ly said that he was trying to 
drive away from deputies 
and posed no threat. Fam- 
ily attorney Harry Daniels 
said that the family was 
preparing a response to 
Womble's announcement. 
During hisnews conference, 
Womble said a deputy who 
tried to open Brown's car 
door wound up partly on 
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Pasquotank County District Attorney Andrew Womble answers questions from reporters after an- 
nouncing he will not charge deputies in the April 21 fatal shooting of Andrew Brown Jr. during 
a news conference Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at the Pasquotank County Public Safety building in 


Elizabeth City, N.C. 


the hood as Brown backed 
Up, and the deputy found 
himself directly in the car's 
oath moments later when 
Brown = drove _ forward. 
Womble said the deputy 
had to push off the car 
with his hand to narrowly 
avoid being run over, and 
at least one of the other 
deputies was also endan- 
gered as the group tried to 


take Brown into custody on 
drug-related warrants. 

| find that the facts of this 
case clearly illustrate the 
officers who used deadly 
force on Andrew Brown 
Jr. did so reasonably and 
only when a violent felon 
used a deadly weapon to 
put their lives in danger,’ 
Womble said, referring to 
Brown's car. He added that 


Associated Press 


he found that "Brown's ac- 
tions and conduct were 
indeed dangerous by the 
time of the shooting. 
Brown posed an immedi- 
ate threat to the safety of 
the officers and others." 
The sheriff has said his dep- 
uties weren't injured. 

The prosecutor said he 
would not release body- 
cam video of the con- 


frontation between Brown 
and the law enforcement 
officers, but he played 
portions of the video dur- 
ing the news conference 
that multiple news outlets 
broadcast live. 

The shooting on April 21 
sparked protests over mul- 
tiole weeks by demonstra- 
tors calling for the public 
release of the body cam- 
era video. While authori- 
ties have shown footage 
to Brown's family, a judge 
refused to release the 
video publicly pending a 
probe by the State Bureau 
of Investigation. Womble 
made his determination to 
not charge any of the offi- 
cers after reviewing the bu- 
reau's report. 

The three deputies involved 
in the shooting — Investiga- 
tor Daniel Meads, Deputy 
Robert Morgan and Col. 
Aaron Lewellyn — have 
been on leave since It hap- 
pened. The sheriff's office 
said Morgan Is Black, while 
Meads and Lewellyn are 
white. 

A lawyer who represented 
the three deputies during a 
court hearing on petitions 
to release the video didn't 
immediately resoond to an 
email seeking comment 
Tuesday. (} 





Andrew Giuliani, son of former mayor, to run for NY governor 
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In this April 28, 2021 file photo, Andrew Giuliani, son of former 


New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, speaks to reporters outside the 
building where his father lives, in New York. 


By KAREN MATTHEWS 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Andrew 
Giuliani, the son of former 
New York City Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, announced Tues- 
day he is seeking the Re- 
publican nomination — for 
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governor of New York, po- 
tentially setting up a battle 
with third-term incumbent 
Democrat Andrew Cuomo. 
"Giuliani vs. Cuomo. Holy 
smokes. It's Muhammad Ali 
vs. Joe Frazier,’ the 35-year- 
old said in an interview with 


the New York Post. 

He also posted a video 
on Twitter that assailed 
Cuomo for, among other 
things, barring gatherings 
and closing businesses and 
schools as the coronavirus 
began killing thousands of 
New Yorkers last March. 

"At the first sign of a prob- 
lem, they chose to shut us 
down. They take away our 
freedoms. They quarantine 
healthy people," Giuliani 
said. 

Giuliani served as a White 
House aide under former 
President Donald Trump 
and has more recently 
been a commentator for 
the conservative network 
Newsmax. He has never run 
for public office. 

Andrew Giuliani first came 
to public attention at his fa- 
ther's 1994 mayoral inaugu- 
ration when, at age 7, he 


mimicked his father's ges- 
tures at the podium and re- 
peated some of his words. 
The spotlight-stealing antics 
were lampooned by Chris 
Farley on ‘Saturday Night 
Live." 

Giuliani was recruited for 
the golf team at Duke Uni- 
versity but sued the univer- 
sity in 2008, saying he had 
been improperly cut from 
the team. Duke said the 
cut was based on bullying 
behavior, which Giuliani 
denied. The lawsuit was dis- 
missed in 2010. 

Giuliani was present last 
month when federal 
agents raided his father's 
Manhattan home as part 
of an investigation into the 
business dealings of the el- 
der Giuliani during his time 
as Trump's personal lawyer. 
The younger Giuliani told 
reporters the raids on his 


father's home and office 
were "disgusting' and "ab- 
solutely absurd." 

To win the Republican 
nomination in 2022, he will 
have to get past two far 
more seasoned politicians 
already in the race: USS. 
Rep. Lee Zeldin, a well- 
funded Trump standard- 
bearer on Long Island, and 
former Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino. 
Astorino was the Republi- 
can nominee in 2014, los- 
ing to Cuomo by about 14 
percentage points. 

Zeldin received an en- 
dorsement Tuesday from 
Mike Pompeo, the former 
secretary of state under 
Trump and former Congress 
member from Kansas. Pom- 
peo called Zeldin "a family 
man who will steo uo and 
defend New York against 
the radical left." 
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BY MATTHEW LEE 

AP Diplomatic Writer 
REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) 
— Topo diplomats from the 
United States and Russia 
are set to square off this 
week in Iceland for their 
first face-to-face encoun- 
ter that comes as ties be- 
tween the nations have de- 
teriorated sharply in recent 
months. 

U.S. Secretary of State Ant- 
ony Blinken and Russia's 
longtime Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov plan to talk 
Wednesday on the side- 
lines of an Arctic Council 
meeting in the Icelandic 
capital of Reykjavik, a city 
with deep history in U.S.- 
Russian relations. 

Even before the talks — 
that are ostensibly to pre- 
pare for ad summit between 
President Joe Biden and 
Russian leader Vladimir Pu- 
tin next month — the two 
diplomats laid down near 
diametrically opposed po- 
sitions for the meeting, pre- 
viewing what Is likely to be 
a difficult and contentious 
exchange. 

This follows a spate of tit-for- 
tat diolomatic expulsions 
as U.S.-Russian relations 
threaten a return to Cold 
War lows. The nuclear pow- 
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US-Russia showdown looms as top diplomats meet | in Iceland 





Icelandic Foreign Minister Gudlaugur Thor Thordarson, second right, sits opposite US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken, second left, during a at the Harpa Concert Hall in Reykjavik, Iceland, Tues- 


day, May 18, 2021. 


ers are at odds on myriad 
issues including Ukraine, the 
Arctic, Russia's treatment of 
opposition figure Alexey 
Navalny and accusations 
of cybermalfeasance, in- 
cluding claims that Russia- 
based hackers were re- 
soonsible for a ransomware 
attack on a key U.S. pipe- 
line. 


‘It would be our prefer- 
ence to have a more sta- 
ble and more predictable 
relationshio with Russia," 
Blinken said on Tuesday. 
"AT the same time, we've 
been very clear that if Rus- 
sia chooses to take reckless 
or aggressive actions that 
target our interests or those 
of our allies and partners, 
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we'll resoond. Not for pur- 
poses of seeking conflict 
or escalating but because 
such challenges cannot be 
allowed to go forward with 
impunity." 

Blinken also tweeted Tues- 
day U.S. condemnation of 
Russia's 2014 annexation of 
Crimea from Ukraine. "We 
condemn Russia's abuses 


in Crimea, especially on 
May 18 as we reflect on the 
77th anniversary of Stalin's 
deportation of countless 
Crimean Tatars from their 
native peninsula," he post- 
ed. 

Perhaps anticipating Blink- 
en's position, Lavrov had 
offered a prebuttal at a 
news conference Monday 
in Moscow. 

"Apparently, a (U.S.) deci- 
sion was made to promote 
stable, predictable  rela- 
tions with Russia," he said. 
"However, if this includes 
constant and predictable 
sanctions, that's not what 
we need. Our attitude to- 
ward the U.S. includes the 
hope that normalized rela- 
tions will be based on spe- 
cific actions rather than 
words of which we have 
heard too many.’ 

Blinken said his meeting 
with Lavrov would be an 
important opportunity to 
test the proposition that the 
U.S. and Russia can work 
collaboratively on certain 
issues, like climate change, 
the Mideast, Iran and North 
Korea, despite bitter dis- 
agreements on others. The 
meeting comes as much of 
the world is focused on the 
Israel-Palestinian war. 





India scours sea after barge sinks, 2nd adrift after i i 


By SHEIKH SAALIQ 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The In- 
dian navy Is working fo res- 
cue crew members from a 
sunken barge and a sec- 
ond cargo vessel that was 
adrift Tuesday off the coast 
of Mumbai after a deadly 
cyclone struck the western 
coast. 

The navy said it has res- 
cued 177 of the 400 people 
on the two barges in the 
Arabia Sea. Three warships, 
maritime patrol aircraft and 
helicopters joined the res- 
Cue operations and were 
scouring the sea, the navy 
sald. 

Both barges were work- 
ing for Oil and Natural Gas 
Corp., the largest crude oil 
and natural gas company 
in India. 

The company said the 
barges were carrying per- 
sonnel deployed for off- 
shore drilling and their an- 
chors gave away during 


the storm. 

Cyclone Tauktae, the most 
powerful storm to hit the re- 
gion in more than two de- 
cades, packed sustained 
winds of up to 210 kilome- 
ters (130 miles) per hour 
when if came ashore in 
Gujarat state late Monday. 
Four people were killed in 
the state, raising the storm's 
total to 16. 

Residents emerged from 
relief shelters Tuesday to 
find debris strewn across 
roads, trees uprooted and 
electricity lines damaged. 
The coast guard rescued 
eight fishermen who were 
stranded at sea near Vera- 
val, a fishing industry hub in 
Gujarat state. 

In Maharashtra, six people 
were killed Monday but the 
state's capital, Mumbdi, 
was largely spared from 
major damage even as 
heavy rains pounded the 
city's coastline and high 


winds whipped its skyscrap- 
ers. Over the weekend, the 
cyclone killed six people 
in Kerala, Karnataka and 
Goa states as If moved 
along the western coast. 
The cyclone has weak- 
ened, but the India Meteo- 
rological Department fore- 
cast heavy rainfall for many 
parts of Gujarat and Maha- 
rashtra in the coming days. 
Ahead of the cyclone, 
about 150,000 people 
were evacuated from low- 
lying areas in Maharashtra 
and Gujarat states. S.N. 
Pradhan, director of In- 
dia's National Disaster Re- 
sponse Force, said social 
distancing norms were be- 
ing followed in evacuation 
shelters and rescue teams 
were clearing debris from 
affected areas. 

Both states, among the 
hardest hit by the coro- 
navirus pandemic, had 
scrambled = disaster = re- 





A car stands damaged with a fallen tree after heavy rainfall in 
Mumbai India, Tuesday, May 18, 2021. 


sponse teams, fearing the 
storm could endanger In- 
dia's fight against the virus 
with supply lines cut, roads 
destroyed and lockdown 
measures slowing — relief 
work. 

Tropical cyclones are less 
common in the Arabian 
Sea than on India's east 
coast and usually form lat- 
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er in the year. Experts say 
changing climate patterns 
have caused them to be- 
come more intense, rather 
than more frequent. 

In May 2020, nearly 100 
people died when Cyclone 
Ampnhan, the most power- 
ful storm to hit eastern India 
in more than a decade, 
ravaged the region.L] 
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Spain, Morocco square off after 7,000 migrants arrive by sea 


By RENATA BRITO and ARITZ 
PARRA 

CEUTA, Spain (AP) — Spain 
deployed its military to the 
Moroccan border Tuesday 
as thousands of migrants 
jumped fences or swam 
onto European soil for the 
second day in a row after 
Rabat loosened border 
controls amid a deepening 
diplomatic spat. 
Overwhelmed soldiers sep- 
arated the adults from the 
young and carried chil- 
dren in their arms while Red 
Cross workers heloed an 
endless trickle of migrants 
who were emerging from 
the water shivering and ex- 
hausted. One unconscious 
woman laid on the sand 
before she was carried 
away on a stretcher. 

The sudden influx of mi- 
grants has fueled the dip- 
lomatic spat between Ra- 
bat and Madrid over the 
disouted Western Sahara 
region and created a hu- 
manitarian crisis for Ceuta, 
the Spanish city of 85,000 in 
North Africa on the Medi- 
terranean Sea, separated 
from Morocco by a dou- 


ble-wide, 10-meter (32- 
feet) fence. 
Amina Farkani, a 31-year- 


old Moroccan woman who 
commuted to jobs in Ceu- 
ta for 18 years until foreign 
workers were banned from 
entering last year when 
coronavirus outbreaks be- 
gan to surge, said she saw 
an opportunity to go back 
to work when she heard 
that police were not con- 
trolling the border., 

“They let people pass and 
stood there without speak- 
ing,” Farkani told The Asso- 
ciated Press. “People just 
pass and pass and pass.” 
Video cameras captured 
how some people rushed 
up the hills surrounding the 
city and jumped over the 
fences. 

Spanish Prime Minister Pe- 
dro Sanchez canceled a 
trio to Paris, where he was 
to attend a summit on in- 
ternational aid to Africa, 
and flew by helicopter to 
Ceuta. While calling Mo- 
rocco a “friend of Spain,” 
Sanchez also urged author- 
ities to “resoect the shared 
border.” 

By Tuesday morning, more 
than 7,000 sea-soaked 
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A man is aesisied eg a soldier of | the canis Army near the border of Morocco and Soci at the 
Spanish enclave of Ceuta, on Tuesday, May 18, 2021. 


people had crossed the 
border into the city since 
early Monday, the Spanish 
government said, including 
1,500 thought to be teen- 
agers. The number getting 
in slowed but didn't stop 
Tuesday even as Spain de- 
ployed additional police 
and soldiers. 

At least 3,800 adults al- 
ready have been returned 
to Morocco, according to 
Spain's Interior Ministry. Mo- 
rocco and Spain signed an 
agreement three decades 
ago to expel all those who 
swim across the border. 
Yet many. arriving Tues- 
day were sub-Saharan Af- 
ricans who often migrate 
to flee poverty or violence 
at home. Spain has agree- 
ments to return some of 
those migrants to their na- 
tive countries, but not all of 
them. 

One young man drowned 
and dozens were treated 
for hypothermia or small 
injuries, The Red Cross in 
Ceuta said, adding that it 
was performing coronavi- 
rus tests on the new arriv- 
als. The adults were being 
transferred to Ceuta’s main 
soccer stadium, while those 
thought to be minors were 
sent to warehouses run by 
Charity groups. 

By Tuesday afternoon, Mo- 
roccan authorities closed 
the road leading to the 
border post with Ceuta 


and anti-riot police dis- 
persed crowds of would-be 
migrants. Neither the gov- 
ernment in Rabat nor local 
officials have commented 
about the mass influx or re- 
soonded to queries by The 
Associated Press. 

“It’s such a strong invasion 
that we are not able to cal- 
culate the number of peo- 
ole that have entered,” 
said Juan Jesus Vivas, the 
oresident of Ceuta, an 
autonomous city of about 
20 square kilometers (7.7 
square miles). 

“The army is at the bor- 
der in a deterrent role, but 
there are great quantities 
of people on the Moroc- 
can side waiting to enter,” 
he told Cadena SER radio. 
Four Spanish armored ve- 
hicles parked Tuesday at 
Tarajal beach in Ceuta, 
where the border fence 
leads to a short breakwo- 
Ter. 

In a video shared by a 
Spanish police union urg- 
ing authorities to send in 
reinforcements, anti-riot 
officers behind the border 
fence were using shields 
to protect themselves from 
stones being thrown by 
people in Morocco. 
Interior Minister Fernando 
Grande-Marlaska denied 
local media reports saying 
that Unaccompanied Mo- 
roccan migrants under 18, 
who are allowed to remain 





Associated Press 


legally Under the tutelage 
of Spanish authorities, were 
being deported. 

The European Union's top 
migration official -— Home 
Affairs Commissioner Ylva 
Johansson — described the 
incidents as “worrying” and 
called on Morocco fo pre- 
vent people from setting 
out in the first place. 

“The most important thing 
now Is that Morocco con- 
tinues to commit to pre- 
vent irregular departures, 
and that those who do not 
have the right to stay are 
orderly and effectively re- 
turned,” Johansson told the 
European Parliament. 
“Spanish borders are Euro- 
oean borders. The Europe- 
an Union wants to build a 
relationship with Morocco 
based on trust and shared 
commitments. Migration is 
a key element,” she said. 
Morocco's loosened bor- 
der watch came. after 
Spain decided to grant en- 
try for medical treatment to 
the chief of a militant group 
that fights Morocco for the 
independence of Western 
Sahara. Morocco annexed 
the sprawling region on the 
west coast of Africa in 1975. 
Morocco’s Foreign Ministry 
has said Madrid’s move to 
assist Brahim Ghali, head 
of the Polisario Front, was 
“inconsistent with the spirit 
of partnership and good 
neighborliness” and vowed 
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there would be “conse- 
quences.” 
Vivas, Ceuta’s conserva- 


tive regional president, said 
residents were in a state 
of “anguish, concern and 
fear’ and 60% of the city’s 
children had not shown up 
for school on Tuesday. He 
also linked the sudden mass 
arrival to Spain's compas- 
sionate assistance to Ghali. 
The Spanish government 
itself, Nowever, — officially 
rejects the notion that Mo- 
rocco is punishing Spain for 
a humanitarian move. 

The prime minister ap- 
peared on live television 
to announce he would visit 
Ceuta and that his top pri- 
ority was to ensure safety in 
the city “in the face of any 
challenge, any eventual- 
ity and under any circum- 
stance.” 

Over the decades, Spain 
has builf a close relation- 
shio with Morocco to 
crack down on illegal bor- 
der crossings but also to 
increase economic ex- 
changes and fight extrem- 
ism. Sanchez on Tuesday 
avoided any direct criti- 
cism to Rabat in his soeech. 
“To be effective,” he said, 
“that cooperation must al- 
ways be based on respect 
respect for the shared bor- 
der.’’ 

Sanchez was also facing 
Qa political storm at home, 
with the far-right Vox party 
blaming the migration crisis 
on the government’s “inac- 
tion” and sending its leader 
ona quick visit fo Ceuta. 
Many African migrants re- 
gard Ceuta and nearby 
Melilla, another Spanish 
territory, as a gateway 
into Europe. In 2020, 2,228 
chose to cross into the two 
enclaves by sea or land, of- 
ten risking injuries or death. 
On Tuesday, another 80 
African migrants reached 
Melilla, 350 kilometers (218 
miles) east of Ceuta, by 
jumping over the enclave’s 
double fence. 

Morocco scored a. dip- 
lomatic victory last year 
when the previous U.S. ad- 
ministration under Donald 
Trump recognized Rabat’s 
sovereignty over West- 
ern Sahara, paving the 
way for normalizing rela- 
tions between Israel and 
Morocco.) 
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MIAMI (AP) — Allies of Sal- 
vadoran President Nayib 
Bukele, including his Cabi- 
net chief, have been in- 
cluded in a list of senior of- 
ficials in Central America 
deemed corrupt by the U.S. 
State Department, accord- 
ing to a copy of a report 
obtained by The Associ- 
ated Press. 

The emergence of the list 
of purportedly five corrupt 
Officials is likely to heighten 
tensions with Bukele, who 
is facing intense pressure 
from the Biden administra- 
tion over the removal of 
several Supreme Court jus- 
tices and El Salvador's at- 
torney general. The U.S. has 
made strengthening de- 
mocracy one of the pillars 
of its policy toward Central 
America, saying that ram- 
pant corruption is one of 
the root causes of illegal 
immigration. 

A copy of the report, which 
was sent Monday to mem- 
bers of the U.S. Congress, 
was provided to The Assocl- 
ated Press by a Democrat 
staffer on the condition of 
anonymity because it has 
not been made public. 
The list was originally in- 
cluded as a classified an- 
nex of a report sent to Con- 
gress in April in resoonse to 
an appropriations request 
last year pushed by Rep. 
Norma Torres, a California 
Democrat who chairs the 
Central America Caucus. 
That larger list contained 
the names of 12 Honduran 
and Guatemalan — politi- 
cians accused of corrup- 
tion or believed to have 
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U.S. report: Allies of El Salvador's president deemed corrupt 


In this Feb. 17, 2021, file photo, Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele speaks before the start of vac- 
cination of medical staff with the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine at the Atlacatl Medical Unit of 
the Salvadoran Social Security Institute in San Salvador, El Salvador. Associated Press 


ties to drug trafficking orga- 
nizations. 

The list of five Salvadoran 
officials deemed to have 
“engaged in © significant 
acts of corruption" during 
their terms in offices was 
declassified May 4, ac- 
cording to the new report. 
Unlike the bulk of Guate- 
malans and Hondurans on 
the list, none of the Salva- 
dorans have been indicted 
or sanctioned in the USS. 
and their inclusion on the 
list would appear to have 
no immediate legal conse- 
quences. 

It nonetheless is likely to 
further strain relations be- 
tween the Biden admin- 
istration and Bukele, who 
has shown no willingness to 
back away from his consol- 


idation of power that has 
drawn condemnation from 
senior U.S. officials and law- 
makers of both parties. 
Bukele's fledgling New 
Ideas party swept Febru- 
ary legislative elections by 
a landslide, taking control 
of the unicameral congress 
and immediately voting this 
month to remove the cor- 
ruption-fighting top pros- 
ecutor and several high 
court magistrates who had 
blocked the president's 
agenda. 

While Bukele remains wildly 
popular at home after de- 
cades of corrupt rule that 
followed the end of the 
country's bloody civil war, 
his critics in the U.S. say that 
in| concentrating power 
he is undermining already 


fragile institutions. 

"El Salvador is a sovereign 
country and _ President 
Bukele was democratically 
elected. He makes his own 
decisions," Sen. Patrick Lea- 
hy, chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, 
said Monday in a lengthy 
statement. "But the choices 
he and his allies in the Sal- 
vadoran Congress make, 
that are eviscerating El Sal- 
vador's democratic civilian 
institutions and empower- 
ing the armed forces, have 
consequences for U.S.—Sal- 
vadoran relations." 

The most prominent official 
on the list is Bukele's Cabi- 
net chief, Carolina Recinos, 
who has worked alongside 
the president since his entry 
into politics as a small town 


mayor for the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation 
Front created by leftist 
guerrillas following the end 
of the civil war. There were 
no details of Recinos' al- 
leged wrongdoing. 

Also named is Rogelio Ri- 
vas, who last month was 
reolaced as minister of se- 
curity and justice. The State 
Department said Rivas al- 
legedly awarded his own 
construction company sev- 
eral noncompe+titive, unad- 
vertised contracts to build 
police stations and other 
buildings that fell under his 
official capacity and then 
inflated the cost of materi- 
als. 

Also included is lawmak- 
er Guillermo Gallegos, a 
founder of the GANA party 
that broke with El Salvador's 
bipartisan system to sup- 
port Bukele's presidential 
run in 2019. 

Two former FMLN lawmak- 
ers — Sigfrido Reyes and 
Jose Luis Merino, the latter 
a former vice minister of for- 
eign relations in the FMLN 
government that precea- 
ed Bukele's administration 
— are also included. Four- 
teen members of the U.S. 
Congress, both Democrats 
and Republicans, wrote let- 
ters to the State and Trea- 
sury departments in 2017 
requesting that Merino be 
investigated and sanc- 
tioned for ties to regional 
criminal groups. 

El Salvador's presidential 
office didn't resoond to a 
request for comment from 
Bukele and said Recinos 
was not available. LJ 





Darwin's Arch loses its 
top due fo erosion in 


Galapagos 


QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — The 
famed Darwin's Arch in the 
Galapagos Islands has lost 
its top, and officials are 
blaming natural erosion of 
the stone. 

Ecuador's Environment Min- 
istry reported the collapse 
on its Facebook page on 
Monday. 

The rock structure — 43 me- 
ters (141 feet) high, 70 me- 
ters (230 feet) long and 23 


meters (75feet) wide — Is 
less than 1 kilometer (about 
half a mile) from Darwin Is- 
land and it's a popular spot 
for scuba divers. 

The unique flora and fauna 
on remote islands, some 
1,000 kilometers (600 miles) 
off the coast of mainland 
Ecuador are famed _ in 
part for inspiring Charles 
Darwin's thoughts on 
evolution.) 
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This photo distributed by Galapagos National Park shows Darwin's Arch off the Galapagos Islands, 


Ecuador, Sunday, May 16, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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Make your stay on Aruba unique! 
Radisson Blu: trendy, fresh and new 


PALM BEACH — There is a new 
kid in town, or rather: a new lady 
named Radisson Blu Aruba. 
Radisson Blu brand originates 
from Copenhagen, Denmark, 
where interior design and style 
live. The upper upscale hotel 
brand breathes the freshness of 
clean sheets, eases your mind 
with white and light wooded 
tones and pampers you with 
a luxury, trendy feel. This re- 
sort sets itself apart from the 
rest with huge, spacious rooms, 
impeccable service, a beach 
chic appearance and a su- 
perb location where everything 
you need is within walking dis- 
tance. The buzzling nighilife of 
Palm Beach is around the cor- 
ner, the stunning white-sanded 
beaches a stone throw away! 
With special opening rates this 
is your chance fo try the lady 
in blue! 


b acts 
132 expansive suites, which fea- 
ture free WI-Fi, multiple bedrooms, 
Qa spacious living room and dining 
area, and a well-equipped kitch- 
en. From 1.073 to 2.147 square feet 
you will have a perfect match for 
a family or two couples, or have alll 
the soace to yourself; it is entirely 
Up fo you. For sweeping vistas of 
Aruba's beaches, upgrade fo a 
suite located on the top floors of 
the hotel. Blu’s suites offer views of 
the ocean, island, or pool to inspire 
you while you relax. 





POR 


Radisson Blu offers more than aioe 
standard rooms, you feel you are 
renting a condominium with the 
luxury services of a hotel. On your 
way to the suite the resort shows 
you already the attention to de- 
tails: the elevator space Is Upgrad- 
ed with corners of huge bamboo 
poles and trendy light bulbs incor- 
porated in a wall of wooded dec- 
oration. The hallways are high and 
spacious taking you fo the hip suite 
where the design is white with light 
wood to provide a luxury, contem- 
porary ambiance. The suite’s kitch- 
en is fully equipped with an oven, 
dishwasher and kitchenware, a big 
family table ready to invite you to 
family breakfast or a friends gath- 
ering. You feel great, the white in- 
terior even accentuates the bright- 





' 2 


_ sa | 





blue ocean in front of YOU: manele 
this Zen moment from your spa- 
cious balcony. 


d\ 1 SUNSET DI 
A delightful breakfast, a scrump- 
tious lunch or a delicious dinner 
are all possible at Sunset Bistro on 
the third floor. Here you will find a 
modern setting by the hotel's in- 
finity pool with amazing ocean 
views. The chef and his team are 
clearly dedicated to making you 
come back presenting to you tasty 
tapas items or full entrée offerings. 
One thing has to be said: the ho- 
tel’s staff makes a difference. Real 
smiles, real attention and real en- 
thusiasm is what you encounter. 
Here we are experiencing some- 
thing new and a new place has 
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new vibes, for you to discover. Go 
and find out why Sunset Bistro Is the 
next hotspot for a bite, a drink or 
more. 


Imagine to wake up in your spa- 
cious, stylish suite and after some 
yawning and stretching you en- 
joy a cup of Joe on your balcony 
where your eye catches the huge 
pool below. This is very inviting and 
your body needs this as we all know 
that water makes us feel calm. 
The only worries you will have is to 
choose between the infinity pool 
right in front of Sunset Bistro or the 
big adult and children’s pools cen- 
tered between the suites and main 
hotel building. Cindy or one of her 
colleagues from the Acqua Breeze 
Pool Bar welcome you with a big 
smile and Caribbean flair. 


| 
To say it all in a nutshell: this resort 
has a special something fo It, you 
feel the difference in the attention, 
the design, the details and the 
soace. To find out for yourself, you 
need to dive into the experience 
and most probably you will say like 
we do: it’s a Blu thing.L) 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 97-A 

Palm Beach, Aruba 

Tel.: +297 526 O00 

Email: reservations@radissonblua- 
ruba.com 

Website: httos://www.radissonho- 
telsamericas.com/en-us/hotels/ 
radisson-blu-aruba 
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SAN NICOLAS — Cosecha is a retail 
gallery that displays Aruban crafts, 
design and heritage inspired prod- 
ucts, all handmade by local craft- 
speople. The end of this month 
Cosecha will be presenting differ- 
ent creative workshops. With these 
workshops the gallery would like 
to bring more creative activities to 
the public. You are most welcome 
to join! 


Arts & Tapas night 

Get in touch with your artistic side 
and learn new painting skills while 
eating tapas and sipping sangria. 
Arts & Tapas night takes place ev- 
ery Wednesday from 6:00 PM until 
8:00 PM at Cosecha Oranjestad. 








_ 





It nciodes paint malenels Sancie 
and tapas. 


Pelican Mosaic Workshop. with 
Merveline Geerman 

During this month's mosaic work- 
shop we will be making the Pelli- 
can. Can't make if on the 28th¢ 
This workshop is also available as a 
Do It Yourself package. 

Workshop: 

Date: May 28th 

Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Age: 15+ 

Location: San Nicolas, B v/d Veen 
Zeppenfeldstraat 20 


DIY Package: 
Last day to order: May 28th 


— WIN A SHARE OF uP 10 — 





Every Wednesday | 10am to 8:30pm 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 




















Pick up date: June 4th 
Pick Up location: Zoutmanstraat 1, 
Oranjestad 


DIY At Home Bird House 
AruFlamingo, the PVC design art- 
ists on the island, joins forces with 
Cosecha to bring a new DIY pack- 
age onto the market. Use PVC 
and wood to assemble your bird 
house and finish it off by painting 
your own design. A perfect activ- 
ity to do with your kids. Material: 
paint and brush is included. Adult 
supervision required to assemble 
the birdhouse with screws or nails. 


DIY Package: 

Last day to order: May 28th 

Pick Uo date: June 4th 

Pick Up location: Zoutmanstraat 1, 
Oranjestad 


Paint Your Belt Bag Workshop with 
Ana Luidens 

Do you love small bags but love 
the freedom of having your hands 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more, 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 
Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 
Coming Soon: Shalom Hair & Nails Bor 
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free? Then this is the workshop for 
you! In this workshop Ana Luidens 
will teach how to paint your own 
belt bag to make a fashion state- 
ment. All materials will be provided. 
Date: May 29th 
Time: 2:00 - 4:000om 
Age: 15+ 
Location: San Nicolas, B v/d Veen 
Zeppenfeldstraat 20 


For more information send an email 
to cosechaworkshop@gmail.com 
or check out the Facebook page 
Aruba Cosecha.L) 





Honoring Goodwill Ambassadors at Barcelo 


PALM BEACH —Recenily, 


loyal visitors, and we ensure 


Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Good- 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Government 
of Aruba to guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 


This time, | was given the 
wonderful pleasure to hon- 
or couple Mr. Frank & Mrs. 
Melissa Maule, and couple 
Mr. Rick & Mrs. Sherry Fer- 
nandez from USA! It Is in- 
credibly beautiful to see 
that Aruba has so many 


to always make them feel 
welcomed and appreci- 
ated whenever they visit us 
in Aruba. 


This lovely group of peo- 
ple stated that they love 
the island very much, es- 
pecially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, its peacefulness 
and beauty, our delicious 
Drinkwater, and Aruba's 
warm and friendly people 
whom have become like 
family to them. 


Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 
Barcelo Aruba presented 


the certificates to the hon- 
orees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 


them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation des- 
tination and as their home- 





away-from-home. 
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‘Aruba DOET’ does it again! 


ORANJESTAD — Receiving over 
1,000,000 tourists annually, Aruba 
has long been the most popular 
holiday hub in the Caribbean. Fa- 
mous for its long beaches, colo- 
nial-style villages and ever-shining 
sun, Aruba remains the preferred 
destination for people from around 
the world. Although serving the is- 
land well financially, the tourist flux 
has a great environmental impact 
on the island and often oversees 
the lesser conditions of people liv- 
ing away from the beach resorts. 
Thus, the volunteer initiative Aru- 
ba DOET was created to unite the 
people from around the island and 
all over the world with the commu- 
nity. In 2020, this wonderful event 
will once again put the ONE back 
in our HAPPY ISLAND on Friday 28th 
and Saturday 29th of May. 


The ‘Aruba DOET’ family 

Aruba DOET was initiated by the 
Netherlands Oranje Fonds in 2013, 
along with Its sibling islands in the 
Caribbean. In the following eight 
years, in cooperation with CEDE 
Aruba, it quickly grew to become 
the largest volunteer event on the 
iskand. At the mothering heart of 
the foundation, are numerous in- 
dependent organizations and par- 
ticipating companies: We have 
seen banks paying their share by 
scheduling flexible hours for their 
employees, while hospitality ven- 
ues service the community by 
providing meals and drinks. Large 
stock suppliers make sure no vol- 
unteer is leff on the shelf by supply- 
ing free water and juice, while su- 
permarkets offer their products at 
discount, keeping the cartwheels 
rolling. Waste containers are at our 
discounted disposal, garden com- 
panies have dug into our hearts 
by affordably renting out excava- 
tors, hardware stores give a huge 
amount of discount on their ma- 
terials and thanks to transport ser- 
vices, Aruba DOET have enough 
busses available for their social 
projects. 


What genuinely makes the event 
triumph are the thousands of vol- 
unteers that join the family each 
year. People from different ages 
and cultural backgrounds clasp- 
ing their hands together to make a 
difference, is the epitome of what 
our happy island stands for. This Is 
reflected by the thankful Aruban 
community on the receiving end, 
but never as much as the joy that 
is shared by the generous partici- 
pants. 


Make a difference 
As a volunteer, you will not only 





contribute to the community, but 
will also get the chance to par- 
ticipate in a project that brings 
people together. Holidaymak- 
ers and environmentalists, locals 
and entire families come together 
to make a difference. “This is my 
fifth year of participating in Aruba 
DOET, because it creates projects 
that puts a smile on the face of 
our children,” says an Aruban con- 
tributor. A Dutch volunteer notes: 
“With Turftugaruba we cleaned up 
the beaches, in order for the sea 
turtles to safely enter land and lay 
their eggs. Thanks to the organiza- 
tion, sea turtles are now abundant 
on the beaches.” 


You also may join in on the fun! 
Visit www.arubadoet.com, choose 
from 194 projects, to find a job that 
best suits you and your schedule. 
The activities vary widely, from gar- 
dening for the hospital to brushing 
Up a local church or even building 
an all-new education centre. Help 
a paw at an animal shelter, flio the 
meat on a barbecue for the hear- 
ing-impaired or stimulate young- 
sters fo express themselves through 
art. There is a job for everyone, but 
if you find If impossible to choose 
much help is needed as a life-lining 
all-rounder. 


Working for the greater good 

With the past years in mind, Aruba 
has proven to care about its com- 
munity like no other island in the 
Caribbean Sea. Volunteers are the 
heart and soul of community orga- 
nizations. 

Through CEDE Aruba and the 
Oranje Fonds, Aruba DOET em- 
ohasize how important actively 
engaged citizens are for the com- 
munity as a whole. 
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Volunteer at Stichting Rancho 
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Stichting Rancho in Ornajestad will 
be doing some maintenance work 
around the Hanchi Awa & Rancho 
Plaza such as removing the grass, 
repainting the plants pots and 
cleaning the area. You will also 
have the opportunity to enter in the 
‘Forno di Kalki’. This will take place 
on the morning of Friday May 28, 
2021 starting at 8.30 am. For more 
information please contact Ginelly 
at +297-5639388. 


Thanks to the high-spirited vol- 
Uunteers and the generosity of all 
participating Companies and or- 
ganizations, every active year 
has painted the island with a fresh 
layer of triumph. In 2020, your help 
is needed to keep up the wonder- 
ful work and be part of an under- 
taking that will set an example for 
the Caribbean and the rest of the 
world. Being a part of Aruba DOET 
will give a positive impulse to the Is- 
land and it gives a deeper insight 
into the island. On top of that, it 
will surely be an incredibly inspiring 
and fun day! Plus the participating 
organizations can reach their goals 
on that day, which they might not 
have been able to achieve with- 
out your helo.) 
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Retailer results so far show people are going out, spending 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 

NEW YORK (AP) — At 
Walmart, sales of teeth 
whitener are popping as 
customers take their masks 
off. So are travel items. Ma- 
cy's says that special oc- 
casion dressing like prom 
dresses are on the upswing 
as well as luggage, men's 


tailored clothing, and 
dressy sandals. 
Shoppers, newly  vdaccli- 


nated, are emerging from 
their homes and going out 
again, and that, along with 
government stimulus pay- 
ments, is helping to boost 
fiscal first-quarter results for 
major retailers Walmart and 
Macy's. They were among 
the first to release figures 
that covered the spring pe- 
riod. Walmart, the nation's 
largest retailer, boosted Its 
annual earnings-per-share 
outlook, while Macy's sur- 
orisingly swung back into 
the profit column and it 
boosted its guidance for all 
of 2021. 

“Our optimism is higher than 
it was at the beginning of 
the year," said Walmart 
CEO Doug McMillon. ‘In 
the U.S., customers clearly 
want to get out and shop.” 
Jeff Gennette, CEO of Ma- 
cys, fold analysts on the 
earings call Tuesday that 
shoppers feel more em- 
boldened to shop. 

"Clearly our customer is 
ready to get on with life," 
Gennette said. "We don't 
see this as a_ short-term 
pop. 

Home Depot, the nation's 
largest home improvement 
chain, also delivered stellar 
results on Tuesday, showing 


In this Feb. 22, 2021 file photo, shoppers arrive at a Macy's in Charlotte, N.C. In this Feb. 22, 2021 


file photo, shoppers arrive at a Macy's in Charlotte, N.C. 


that an overcharged hous- 
ing market continues to 
keep aisles full. The Aflanta- 
based company reported 
sales that blew past Wall 
Street expectations. 

The overall strong results 
are a good omen for oth- 
er major retailers who are 
slated to report their results 
in the next few days. Dur- 
ing the height of the pan- 
demic-induced lockdowns, 
Walmart and Home Depot 
were allowed To stay open, 
while non-essential retailers 
like Macy's were forced to 
temporarily close, dealing 
a devastating blow to busi- 
ness. That heloed increase 
the dominance of big box 
chains. 

Tuesday's resulfs show that 
for now, Walmart and 
Home Depot are able to 


keep sales strong even 
as the pandemic eases. 
Walmart served as a pan- 
demic lifeline for shoppers 
loading up their pantry 
with groceries and basic 
household goods, while 
Home Depot benefited as 
shut-in shoppers continue 
to focus on making home 
improvements. Macy's solid 
comeback Is encouraging 
news for other department 
stores and specialty chains, 
indicating that customers 
are ready to buy clothing, 
a business that was in the 
dumps. 

Of course, retailers face 
plenty of challenges, par- 
ticularly shortages of essen- 
tial workers even as the un- 
employment rate remains 
high. Many companies are 
now having to offer more 





Associated Press 


perks or increase hourly 
wages. Shoppers could also 
pull back as costs of gro- 
ceries go up. And Walmart 
and other discounters still 
face increasing competi- 
tion from online juggernaut 
Amazon. 

For now, traditional retail- 
ers’ resulfs are keeping in- 
vestors optimistic. 

At Walmart, sales at stores 
opened at least a year rose 
6%, slowing from the 8.6% 
increase during the fiscal 
fourth quarter but better 
than last year's 10% spike. 
The company, based in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, also 
said that transactions in its 
stores were up for the first 
time in a year. Walmart's 
online sales rose 37%, down 
from 69% during the fourth 
quarter. 


Walmart bumped UD 
spending by $14 billion to 
soeed up Its distribution net- 
work, and in February said 
it would raise its average 
hourly wage to more than 
$15 per hour, a $1 increase. 
Amazon and Target have 
already increased hourly 
wages to $15 for all work- 
ers. 

First-quarter net income 
slioped to $2.73 billion, or 
97 cents per share, in the 
three-month period ended 
April 30. Adjusted earnings 
totaled $1.69 per share, 
topping the average ana- 
lyst estimate of $1.21 per 
share, according to Fact- 
Set. 

Sales rose 2.6% to $137.16 
billon. Analysts were ex- 
pecting $132.16 billion. 
Walmart said that if now ex- 
pects earnings fo increase 
in the high single digits; pre- 
viously, the Company had 
projected a slight decline 
in profit for the year. 
Analysts believe that sign- 
ups are slowing for Walmart 
Plus, GQ membership  pro- 
gram that costs $98 annual- 
ly, or $12.95 per month. The 
retailer is hoping it will be a 
big competitor to Amazon's 
juggernaut Prime free ship- 
ping program. Walmart Plus 
gives members same-day 
delivery on 160,000 items, 
a fuel discount at certain 
gas stations and a chance 
to check out at Walmart 
stores without having to 
wait at a register. 

However, McMillon told an- 
alysts that right now the fo- 
cus Is on the quality of that 
experience, not the quan- 


tity. LJ 





Bank of America to raise minimum wage to $25/hr by 2025 


By KEN SWEET 

NEW YORK (AP) — Bank of 
America plans fo set the 
minimum wage for all po- 
sitions at the company to 
$25 an hour by 2025. 

It would be the highest 
minimum wage paid by a 
big bank and could pres- 
sure rivals to follow suit. 
Wages have been rising at 
major banks in recent years 
amid pressure from outside 
groups to address wealth 
inequality. 

The bank will also man- 


date that vendors it does 
business with pay. their 
employees at least $15 an 
hour. The bank says 99% of 
its vendors are already in 
compliance aft that level. 
Bank of America raised its 
minimum wage to $15 an 
hour in 2017, to $17 an hour 
in 2019, and to $20 an hour 
last year, all under CEO Bri- 
an Moynihan. 

The bank, based in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, has 
more than 210,000 employ- 
ees. 


Increasing the minimum 
wage across all industries 
has been a push by Dem- 
ocrats for several years. 
President Joe Biden cam- 
pdigned on raising the 
Federal minimum wage to 
$15 an hour from its current 
level of $7.25. The proposal 
did not make it into the 
$1.9 trillion economic relief 
package that passed earli- 
er this year, but Democrats 
have pledged to push for a 
minimum wage increase in 
Q bill later this year.) 





In this Feb. 10, 2021 file photo, Bank of America signage is shown 


in Atlanta. 


Associated Press 
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In this Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, file photo, a passenger wears a face mask she travels on a flight 
from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta. 


Associated Press 


EXPLAINER: Do | still have to wear a 
mask? What about kids? 


By The Associated Press 

The government's new guidance on masks 
for vaccinated people has leff some 
Americans confused and sent businesses 
and states scrambling to adjust their rules. 
Target and CVS on Monday became the 
latest retailers to say vaccinated shoppers 
and workers don't have to wear masks in 
stores. New York said it will adopt the new 
mask advice this week, while California 
said it will wait a month. 

About 123 million Americans — 37% of the 
population — are fully vaccinated against 
coronavirus, and more than 157 million, or 
47%, have received at least one dose. 
WHAT'S THE NEW ADVICE? 

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention last week said people who are 
fully vaccinated no longer need to wear a 
mask indoors or outdoors and can stop so- 
cial distancing in most places. Fully vacci- 
nated means two weeks after the second 
dose of the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine, or two weeks after the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson shot. 

"If you are vaccinated, we are saying you 
are safe, you can take off your mask, and 
you are not at risk of severe disease or hos- 
pitalization from COVID-19," Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, the CDC director, said on "Fox 
News Sunday." ‘If you are not vaccinated, 
you are not safe. Please go get vaccinat- 
ed or continue to wear your mask." 

ARE THERE EXCEPTIONS? 

Yes. The CDC says everyone — vaccinat- 
ed or unvaccinated — should continue 
to wear a mask in certain places. Masks 
are still required on public transportation 
— buses, trains and planes — and in other 
settings like hospitals, prisons and homeless 
shelters. Some states and businesses and 
stores are dropping their mask rules for fully 
vaccinated people because of the CDC 
change, while others are keeping them 


in place. California is waiting until next 
month to give the public and businesses 
time to prepare. 

WHY THE CHANGE? 

The CDC director says there was new Ssci- 
ence in recent weeks that supported eas- 
ing the advice on masks and social dis- 
tancing. She said there was new evidence 
that COVID-19 vaccines work in real-world 
settings, are effective against virus variants 
and prevent the spread of the virus. In an- 
nouncing the new advice, she also cited 
the drop in infections in the U.S., the wide 
availability of vaccines and the expansion 
to ages 12 and up for the shots. 

"| want to be clear that we followed the 
science here," she said at a White House 
briefing. 

WHAT ABOUT KIDS? 

Children who haven't been vaccinated 
should still wear masks and keep 6 feet 
apart. The CDC recommends masks for 
children age 2 and older in public set- 
tings and when with people outside their 
household. Masks are also advised in 
schools. That won't change for the rest of 
this school year and "we'll be working on 
school guidance for the fall," Walensky 
said on Fox. Child care and camp guid- 
ance will also be Updated, she said. 

She noted that some children may not un- 
derstand why they have to wear a mask If 
the rest of the family isn't. "I think that that's 
going to have to be a family by family de- 
cision, she said on NBC's "Meet the Press." 
CAN I STILL WEAR A MASK ANYWAY? 

Sure. Even though the guidance has 
changed, "there's no need for everybody 
to start ripping off their masks," Walensky 
said on NBC. 

‘Those behaviors are going to be really 
hard to change, and there Is no mandate 
to take it off," she said. "What we're saying 
is, now this is safe." L} 
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La Cabana Beach and Casino 
1 BR WK # 22 and 23 room # 
112C 

Ground Floor Over Look Pool / 
Ocean 

Price : $ 5,5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 18 and 19 

Room # 650 Pool/ Ocean View 
30 weeks remain each 

Price : $ 8,5 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissanace Suites 
Private Islands ( Deeded) 

1 BR WK # 21 Room # 2330 
Harbor / Ocean View 

Price : $3,5 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 5K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 12K 

1 BR Ocean Front$ 9 K 

2 BR Ocean Front$15 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2 BR Garden View $ 7K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 9K 

2 BR Ocean Side $10K 

2 BR Ocean Front $15K 

3 BR Ocean View $15 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 

Golf Course community gate 
3 Bedroom , 2 1/2 Bath 

Full Furnish , Garage . 
Ocean and Golf Course View 
Price : $ 450 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House Tierra Del Sol 

Golf Course community gate 

4 Bedroom 3 Bath Full Furnish 
With Pool and Ocean View 
Price :$700K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 

LG, Smits BLVD 

11 Bedroom , 11 Bath 

Pool , Full Furnish Ocean View 
Amazing House 

Price :$ 6 Million American Dol- 
lars 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Ground Floor Full Furnish 
Eagle Beach 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oassis 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Full Furnish Top Floor 
Eagle Beach 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


MOSCOW (AP) — Rus- 
sian authorities on Mon- 
day backed away from 
threats to block Twitter, 
saying that the social 
media platform deleted 
most of the banned con- 
tent identified by Moscow 
and expressed "readiness 
and interest in building a 
constructive dialogue." 

Russia's state Ccommu- 
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Russia won't block Twitter, 
but partial slowdown to 
continue 


nications watchdog 
Roskomnadzor said_ it 
decided not to block 
Twitter in light of these 
develooments, an = an- 
nouncement that seem- 
ingly ends the most re- 
cent standoff between 
the Russian government 
and the platform that has 
played a role in amplify- 
ing dissent in Russia. L} 








Time Share Resales + Realty 





! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 





Downtown 





FOR SALE 

Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

3 weeks, gold season, garden 

view, with lock off unit 

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 

kitchen, washer/dryer in unit 

Asking $15,000. Per week. 

Email: brownta257@gmail.com 
214125 


FOR SALE 
Alto Vista Real Estate 
Villa with 4 Apts in San Miguel, 
Noord 
Airbnb income potential 
$490k 6bds/7bath 3,961 ft2 
www.altovista.aw 
Call +297 747 0827 
214110 





Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank NV. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank NLV. 
Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 


Assistant Director 


Xiomara Arends 
Editors 


Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Sales 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda. reijnders@cspnv.com) 
Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news @arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
£2 @arubatoday 





A13 


WEDNESDAY 19 MAY 2021 


vv : HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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The blockbuster movie makes a comeback this summer 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

After more than a year of 
benching its biggest soec- 
tacles, Hollywood is ready 
to dazzle again. 

From ‘F9"° and ‘In the 
Heights’ to “The Suicide 
Squad" and "Black Wid- 
ow,’ there will be a steady 
stream of blockbusters 
populating multiplexes for 
the first time since March 
2020. For streaming-weary 
audiences, the promise of 
air conditioning, popcorn, 
soda__ fountains, 60-foot 
screens and. state-of-the- 
art sound could be a wel- 
come respite from the liv- 
iNg room. 

For beleaguered movie 
theaters, It's not a moment 
TOO soon. 

The modern summer movie 
season, which runs from 
May through Labor Day, 
regularly accounts for over 
$4 billion in revenue and 
makes up around 40% of 
the years grosses. Last 
year, summer earnings 
were $176 million, down 
96% from 2019. Theaters 
have been gearing up for 
this moment and this sum- 
mer will be an important 
gauge on whether habits 
have changed irrevocably 
during the pandemic. 

In some ways, the calendar 
looks like a do-over of last 
summer. Many of the most 
anticipated releases were 
supposed TO Come OUT a 
year ago, including John 
Krasinski's "A Quiet Place 


Disney Junior series aims fo give a 
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This combination photo shows poster art for upcoming summer films, top row from left, "A Quiet 
Place Part Il," "Candyman," "The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It," "Cruella," "F9," "The Hitman's 
Wife's Bodyguard," "In the Heights," bottom row from left, "Jungle Cruise," "Old," "Peter Rabbit 2: 
The Runaway," "Space Jam: A New Legacy," "Stillwater," "The Suicide Squad," and "Zola." (Top Row 
from left, Paramount Pictures/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Disney/Universal Pictures/ 
Lionsgate/Warner Bros., bottom row from left, Disney, Universal/Sony Pictures/Warner Bros./Focus 
Features/Warner Bros./A24 via AP) 


Part II" (May 28), Lin-Manuel 
Miranda's Tony-winning "In 
the Heights" (June 11), the 
ninth "Fast & Furious" mov- 
ie, "F9" (June 25), Marvel's 
"Black Widow" (July 9) star- 
ring Scarlett Johansson, the 
Emily Blunt and Dwayne 
Johnson action adventure 
"Jungle Cruise" (July 30) 
and the “Candyman” re- 
boot (Aug. 27). 

"In the Heights" director Jon 
M. Chu had to convince 
Miranda that it was worth 
it to wait for a theatrical 
release instead of push- 
ing it out On a streaming 
platform last summer. The 
"Crazy Rich Asians" director 
knows the importance of a 
global release for a film led 
by an underrepresented 


group. 





This combination of photos shows Tariq Trotter, also known as 
Black Thought, at the 3rd Annual Diamond Ball in New York on 
Sept. 14, 2017, left, and Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson posing 
for a portrait in New York on Nov. 19, 2019. 


Associated Press 


"We had big dreams for 
this," Chu said. 

The "Fast & Furious" series 
has also been about creat- 
ing a fun theatrical experi- 
ence. 'F9" not only brings 
back a fan favorite — Sung 
Kang's Han — if also sends 
cars Into space. 
“Whenever | get together 
with Vin (Diesel) and every- 
body to make these mov- 
ies, we're not even talking 
about the plot ... but the 
feeling. | just remember as 
a kid in the summer sav- 
ing enough money to go 
to the movies to share that 
experience with a bunch of 
strangers," said director Jus- 
tin Lin. "When that moment 
hits and everyone's laugh- 
ing or cheering together, it 
is magical." 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — ‘Rise 
Up, Sing Out," an animat- 
ed shorts series presenting 
the concepts of race, rac- 
ism and social justice to 
young viewers, Is Coming 
to Disney Junior. 

Designed for children ages 
2 to 7 and their families, 
the series will include mu- 
sic by Ahmir "Questlove" 
Thompson and Tarig "Black 
Thought" Trotter of The 
Roots, who are executive 
producers with Latoya 
Raveneau. 

"We hope these shorts will 
encourage the young au- 
dience to recognize and 
celebrate our differences 


Associated Press 


Before the pandemic, sum- 
mer moviegoing was a 
ritual. Now It's a wild card 
whether the promise of an 
"event film" will motivate 
qgudiences back fo the- 
aters, especially if some- 
thing is also available to 
watch at home. 

"Space Jam: A New Lega- 
cy" director Malcom D. Lee 
called his film "The epitome 
of a popcorn movie." The 
sequel to the 1996 Michael 
Jordan pic. has’ LeBron 
James sharing the screen 
with classic Looney Toons 
characters. 

For ad more R-rated adven- 
ture, ‘Guardians of the Gal- 
axy" director James Gunn 
has this "misfit, Z-grade su- 
pervillains’ of "The Suicide 
Squad." He had his pick of 


DC characters and turned 
down Superman for Har- 
ley Quinn, Bloodsport and 
Peacemaker. Gunn looked 
to 1960s war capers like 
"The Dirty Dozen" for inspira- 
tion. 

There are many other op- 
tions too, including horror 
movies, like a third "Conjur- 
ing, documentaries about 
Anthony Bourdain and The 
Beatles, and family films, 
like "Peter Rabbit 2" (June 
18) and the fourth "Hotel 
Transylvania" (July 23). Ryan 
Reynolds is in two action 
flicks, "The Hitman's Wife's 
Bodyguard" (June 16) and 
"Free Guy" (Aug. 13). There's 
even an epic Dev Patel-led 
take on a classic Arthurian 
legend, "The Green Knight" 
(July 30). 

"| really | want audiences to 
get a chance fo see it on 
the big screen," said "The 
Green Knight" director Da- 
vid Lowery. ‘It's a strange 
movie and | think that the 
idea of having that expe- 
rence in a cinema with 
other people is going to be 
really, really exciting, es- 
pecially after a year away 
from the big screen." 

Some studios have been 
cautiously rolling out bigger 
films to decent results lately, 
like “Godzilla vs. Kong." But 
after seven weeks, even 
that is still shy of cracking 
the $100 million mark do- 
mestically. In a normal sum- 
mer, $100 million might be 
an opening weekend for a 
tentpole. LJ 


kid's eye view of race 


as human beings while 
learning the tools to navi- 
gate real-world issues of 
racial injustice,” Thompson 
and Trotter said in a joint 
statement Tuesday. 

They said their hope is 
to “empower and. uplift 
the future generations in 
the way we know best, 
through music.” 

"Rise Up, Sing Out," pro- 
duced in collaboration 
with Oscar-winning studio 
Lion Forge Animation ("Hair 
Love’), will debut this year 
on Disney Junior platforms 
including the channel and 
app. A date wasn't an- 
nounced. 


these 
with their preschoolers in 
an age-appropriate man- 


Disney Junior recognizes 


that children are "experi- 
encing a multitude of feel- 
Ings around what's hap- 


pening in our world today’ 


and that families are strug- 
gling to discuss "sensitive 
issues Ground race,” said 
Joe D'Ambrosia, its gen- 
eral manager and a senior 
vice president. 

The shorts are intended to 
give families "the tools and 


adaress 
topics 


knowledge’ fo 
important 


ner through music and re- 
latable kid experiences,” 
he said in a statement.L] 
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Veteran goalies getting thelr shot in neruey Cup playoffs 


By AARON BEARD 

AP Sports Writer 

For teams in the NHL play- 
offs Wednesday, there is 
comfort with having expe- 
rence — particularly with a 
Vezina Trophy or a Stanley 
Cup winner — between the 
pipes. 

Washington has the post- 
season's oldest goaltender 
with 39-year-old Craig An- 
derson, who has held his 
own against 2014 Vezina 
winer Tuukka Rask of Bos- 
ton entering Game 3 of 
their first-round series. Ed- 
monton hopes for the same 
from Mike Smith (also 39) 
entering its opener against 
Winnipeg's reigning Vezina 
winner, Connor Hellebuyck. 
There is also a Game 2 
matchup of players who 
have been part of Cup- 
winning teams in Colora- 
do's Philipp Grubauer (2018 
with Washington) and Jor- 
dan Binnington (2019) of St. 
Louis. 

"| think playoff hockey's 
a lof about experience," 
said Smith, who watched 
Anderson's Game 1. win 
against the Bruins. "You 
cant tell a young player 
what playoffs are like until 
they've actually witnessed 
it themselves. It's something 
that's unique to a veteran 
player and a player that's 
been in the playoffs a few 





sy 





Boston Bruins left wing Taylor Hall (71) scores a goal past Washington Capitals goaltender Craig 
Anderson (31) during the third period of Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff 
series Monday, May 17, 2021, in Washington. 


times over the course of my 
career." 

Anderson stopped 44 shots 
Monday in the Capitals’ 
OT loss to the Bruins that 
evened their best-of-seven 
series. It was his first playoff 
start since 2017 and his third 
all season. 

"As we get older, things 
become a little bif more 
difficult, so for Andy, he's 
a veteran player,” Capl- 
tals coach Peter Laviolette 
said. "He's been around, 
and he's played a lot of 


games. The one thing that 
you'd like is to have that 
rhythm of playing games 
all the time so that he can 
keep his rhythm in the net, 
and he wasn't afforded 
that luxury." 

The Nashville-Carolina se- 
ries Is the outlier. The Hur- 
ricanes gave 25-year-old 
Alex Nedeljkovic his _ first 
playoff start in Monday's 5-2 
win in Game 1 while fellow 
26-year-old goalie Juuse 
Saros made his fifth career 
postseason start. 


Associated Press 


It's unclear if Hurricanes 
coach Rod _ Brind'Amour 
will rotate goaltenders as 
he did last season to give 
Petr Mrazek a start after he 
missed significant time due 
To injuries. 

"Yeah, Petr is our guy, but 
he's had a lot of time off," 
Brind'Amour said. "Not that 
| was questioning whether 
or not he could do ff, it just 
gave Ned an opportunity 
this year. | just felt like he 
earned the start.’ 

BLUES at AVALANCHE, 


Colorado leads series 1-0 
(10:30 p.m. ET, CNBC) 

The status of St. Louis lead- 
ing scorer David Perron is 
Unclear for Game 2 after 
he missed Monday's 4-1 loss 
due to the league's COV- 
ID-19 protocols. 

Regardless, the Blues need 
to slow Colorado's soeedy 
top line. 

The combination of cap- 
tain Gabriel Landeskog, 
Nathan MacKinnon and 
Mikko Rantanen account- 
ed for three goals, five as- 
sists, 16 shots and a fighting 
major, which was cour- 
tesy of Landeskog after he 
stood up for Rantanen fol- 
lowing a big first-period hit. 
The Avalanche | finished 
with a 50-23 edge in shots, 
breaking through for three 
third-period goals. 

"It's not going to start going 
in because you start over- 
passing or looking for the 
perfect play," Landeskog 
said. "You've got to keep 
throwing pucks there." 

JETS at OILERS, Game 1 (9 
p.m. ET, NBC Sports Net- 
work) The NHL's leading 
scorer starts the playoffs as 
Connor McDavid and Ed- 
monton open against Win- 
nioeg. McDavid put up 105 
points in 56 games and Is 
“as motivated as you can 
be" going for the Stanley 
Cup.) 


Joshua-Fury fight hits snag after Wilder ruling in U.S. 


LONDON (AP) — The alll- 
British fight between An- 
thony Joshua and Tyson 
Fury to become undis- 
outed world heavyweight 
champion has hit a snag. 

Joshua's promoter, Eddie 
Hearn, on Tuesday con- 
firmed reports an arbitra- 
tor in the United States has 
ruled that Fury is contrac- 
tually bound to fulfil a third 
fight with Deontay Wilder. 

That throws into doubt the 
oroposed Aug. 14 fight be- 
tween Joshua, the WBA, 
IBF and WBO champion, 
and Fury, the WBC cham- 
pion, that was expected 
to take place in Saudi Ara- 
Sia: 

Hearn said he has given 
Fury's team until the end of 
the week to come up with 


a solution, or he'll turn to a 
WS Be 

"We had a deal in place 
with Tyson Fury and we 
were told the arbitration 
wouldn't be an issue, that 
we could move on with 
this fight," Hearn said on 
Matchroom's social media 
channels. "They (Fury's pro- 
moters) were wrong and 
that's on them, that's their 
responsibility and their 
problem. We hope they 
can solve that problem, 
but we have to look after 
ourselves and Anthony 
Joshua. 

"We have to maintain the 
position of unified world 
champion, and those talks 
will continue and we want 
to be in a position by the 
end of this week to know 


are we fighting Tyson Fury 
or are we moving forward 
with another option." 
Hearn said Joshua could 
instead fight the manda- 
tory challenger for the 
WBO belt, undefeated 
Ukrainian Oleksandr Usyk. 
‘| had been focusing on 
Plan A. The only fight was 
Fury and we hope if can 
stil take place," Hearn 
said. "The game changed 
— we have to have a Plan 
B in place, and probably 
a Plan C. We have differ- 
ent options. The one that 
springs to mind Is Usyk." 
Fury and Wilder fought a 
split decision draw in De- 
cember 2018, before Fury 
won their second fight by 
seventh-round stoppage 
last February. 


+ RES 





Tyson Fury hits a right hand to Deontay Wilder during the WBC 
heavyweight title fight in Las Vegas on February 22, 2020. 


Fury moved on from plans 
for a potential third fight 
with Wilder, which were 
complicated by an injury 
to the American and an 
absence of available tele- 


Associated Press 


vision dates. 

Fury announced the date 
and location of the fight 
with Joshua in a video 
on his Twitter account on 
Sunday.) 
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Knee still hurting, Koepka can walk but not run at PGA 


By BEN NUCKOLS 

AP Sports Writer 

KIAWAH ISLAND, S.C. (AP) 
— Brooks Koepka's prepa- 
ration for the PGA Cham- 
pionship included playing 
the AT&T Byron Nelson last 
week in Texas — just to see 
if he could walk 18 holes 
without pain in his surgically 
repaired right knee. 

He missed the cut, but the 
walking wasn't a problem. 
Playing to the standard of 
a four-time major champl- 
on while doing 2 1/2 hours 
of rehab a day might be 
tougher. 

"Every day's been a long 
day, Koepka said Tuesday. 
Koepka is two months re- 
moved from surgery fo re- 
pair a dislocated kneecap 
and ligament damage. 
He's in better shape than he 
was at the Masters, where 
he hobbled his way to a 
missed cut while struggling 
to bend his knee enough 
to read putts or retrieve the 
ball from the cup. But he's 
hardly at full strength. 

“| can't run. I'm not where | 
want to be. But at the same 
time, it's what I've got to 
deal with, so just move on," 
Koepka said. ‘I still have 
days where it sucks, when 
my knee just doesn't feel 
good waking up and it's 
not going to feel good all 





Brooks Koepka putts on the 12th hole during a practice round at the PGA Championship golf tour- 
nament on the Ocean Course Tuesday, May 18, 2021, in Kiawah Island, S.C. 


day, but those are getting 
less and less." 

Koepka won his most recent 
major and second PGA 
two years ago at Bethpage 
Black. At the time, he had 
also won back-to-back U.S. 
Opens, and he swaggered 
into brawny Bethpage with 
a confidence bordering on 
arrogance, saying majors 
were ‘the easiest’ tourna- 
ments to win because he 
only had to worry about 


a small portion of the field 
beating him. 

Since then, injuries have 
taken big chunks out of his 
schedule and robbed him 
of opportunities to be com- 
petitive even when he has 
played. 

“| mean, | can play. You're 
never 100%, that's the thing. 
For two straight years it's 
been left knee, right knee, 
herniated a disk in my 
neck," he said. "| can deal 


Associated Press 


with the pain. That's not an 
issue. It's just a matter of be- 
ing able to hit the shots that 
| want to hit and do things | 
want to do, and I'm starting 
to be able to do that. Even 
though I'm not 100%, | can 
still hit the shots." 

Koepka gave himself a 
chance at a third con- 
secutive PGA Champion- 
shio last year at Harding 
Park before fading with a 
final-round 74. He skipped 
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the FedEx Cup playoffs but 
managed a tie for seventh 
at the Masters. 

Since then he has five 
missed cuts in eight starts. 
He also has a victory and 
a tie for second, although 
those came before the sur- 
gery. 

His doctors fell him he won't 
be fully healthy for six more 
months, although Koepka 
believes he can improve 
upon that timeline. For 
now, the Ocean Course at 
Kiawah Island at least pres- 
ents a more manageable 
challenge than hilly AUgus- 
ta National. 

| feel like | can hit every 
shot. It's not like Augusta 
where I'm trying to figure 
out what's the best line to 
walk," he said. "Now | can 
actually hit golf shots and 
understand what's going 
on." 

Most of the time, anyway. 
In about one out of every 
20 swings with the driver, he 
tries to push off his right leg 
only to discover he can't 
do it. No wonder all but 
one question he got at his 
oretournament news con- 
ference was injury-related. 
The only reprieve was a 
query about the tough par- 
3 17th hole. 

‘| haven't played it yet," Ko- 
epka said.) 





Federer loses comeback match to Andujar at Geneva Open 








Roger Federer of Switzerland returns a ball to Pablo Andujar of 
Spain during their men's second round match, at the ATP 250 
Geneva Open tournament in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, 


May 18, 2021. 


GENEVA (AP) — Roger Fe- 
derer lost his comeback 
match after two months 
away from tour on Tuesday, 
falling to Pablo Andujar 6-4, 
4-6, 6-4 in the second round 
of the Geneva Open. 


Associated Press 


His first match on clay in al- 
most two years kept him on 
court for almost two hours 
in only his second tourna- 
ment since the 2020 Aus- 
tralian Open. The past 15 
months have included two 


surgeries on his right knee. 
"It (losing) never feels great," 
Federer said. "Looking at 
the long road that | have 
been on from the come- 
back, sure It's rewarding to 
be back on a tennis court 
but you know | expect bet- 
ter from myself." 

In the decisive set, the top- 
seeded Federer forced a 
service break before An- 
dujar rallied. Federer saved 
two match points on his 
own serve, but the third 
ended with a wayward 
forehand under pressure 
on the baseline. 
Acknowledging he had 
not deserved victory at the 
end, Federer said "there 
was just not enough hap- 
pening in my game." 

| was a bit limited today, | 
felt, on the court. It is what it 
is. You just have to accept 


it and move on," he said. 
Next is the French Open, 
site of Federer's most-re- 
cent match on clay — a 
2019 semifinals loss to Ra- 
fael Nadal — before Tues- 
day's defeat. 

"Roland Garros is not the 
goal," said Federer, an 
eight-time Wimbledon 
champion who lost an epic 
final there in 2019 to Novak 
Djokovic. "The goal is the 
grass so | still have time." 
The 39-year-old Federer 
and 35-year-old Andujar 
were facing each other on 
tour for the first time, and 
the Spaniard said Monday 
he wanted to be able to 
tell his grandchildren he 
had played the Swiss great. 
Andujar put his hands to his 
head after clinching victory 
and exchanged an almost 
apologetic smile with Fe- 


derer at the net. 

Before going on court, Fe- 
derer was a spectator for 
part of the ATP Tour debut 
of perhaps the best pros- 
pect in Swiss men's ten- 
nis since his own rise in the 


1770s: 

With Federer watch- 
ing some of the match, 
18-year-old Dominic 


Stephan Stricker beat for- 
mer U.S. Open champion 
Marin Cilic 7-6 (5), 6-1 in the 
first round. 

Stricker, last year's French 
Open junior champion, is 
ranked 419th. Cilic, who 
won his only Grand Slam 
singles title in 2014, is ranked 
A6th. 

The Swiss left-hander had 
nine aces and no double- 
faults. He broke Cilic's serve 
four times and was broken 
only twice.L] 


